Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

MRN: 1976BUDAPE00397 1 SEGMENT NUMBER: 000001 ERROR READING TEXT INDEX 

FILE; TELEGRAM TEXT FOR THIS SEGMENT IS UNAVAILABLE 
ADP044 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUD APE 03971 02 OF 02 240809Z 

11/44 

ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO /017 W 

100700 

P 231109Z NOV 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7418 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PRIORITY 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 BUDAPEST 3971 

USIAC 

CORRECTEDCOPY (ADDING SECTION 2 OF 2 INFO) 

SECSTATE FOR CU/ARTS 

THE BUDAPEST PROGARM BEGAN WITH A NOVELTY, FOUR 
ORCHESTRAL MINIATURES OF CHARLES IVES. IVES IS 
HARDLY KNOWN HERE (SOMETIME BEFORE THE WAR "THREE 
PLACES IN NEW ENGLAND" WAS HEARD IN BUDAPEST AND NOT 
ONG AGO ARON COPLAND CONDUCTED AT MOVEMENT FROM ONE 
OF HIS SYMPHONIES). THUS YESTERDAY'S PRESENTATION 
HAD AN IMPACT NOT ONLY FOR THE VALUE OF THE WORK ITSELF 
BUT ALSO WITHE THE EDUCATIONAL EFFECT OF LEARING A PIECE 
OF THE HISTORY OF MUSIC. EVEN FOR A CONNOISSEUR OF 
IVES' WORKS SUCH AS THIS WRITER, THESE FOUR MINIATURES 
WERE A SURPRISE. WE KNOW HOW MANY LATER INNOVATIONS 
WERE INITIATED BY IVES IN HIS CREATIVE SOLITUDE, 

BUT WE DID NOT KNOW THAT HE PROCEEDED WEBERN IN HIS 
APHORISTIC FORMATIONS OR THAT HE UTILIZED QUARTER 
SOUNDS. IT WAS THW FOURTH PIECE, ANATONAL OR RATHER 
POLYTONAL 

CONSTRUCTION DEVELOPING FROM THE TOLLING 
OF BELLS (ALTHOUGH WE COULD ALSO CALL IT A COLLAGE) 
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WHICH WAS PARTICULARLBUB QXITIN G AND INTERESTING. OF 
COURSE THE INTERWEAVING OF THE TRADITIONAL TUNES OF 
THE EARLY PARTS OF THE CENTURY WHICH IS SO CHARACTERISTIC 
OF IVES' WORKS WAS ALSO PRESENT, PARTICULARLY IN THE 
SECOND PIECE. 

NEXT WAS BARTOK'S CONCERTO. MAESTRO MEHTA TOOK 
A MORE RAPID TEMPO FROM THE ONE CUSTOMARY HERE (EXCEPT 
IN THE INTERMEZZO INTEROTTO) WHICH BY CONTRAST HE 
INTERPRETED IN A SLOWER TEMPO FROM OURS). FOR THIS 
REASON, AS WELL AS THE AFOREMENTIONED "DRILY INCANCESCENT 
TENSION" THE CONCERTO ASSUMED A TOTALLY DIFFERENT CHARACTER, 
DIFFERENT FROM THE WAY HUNGARIAN CONDUCTORS INTERPRET THIS 
WORK. ACCORDING TO OUR CONCEPTION, THE CONCERTO'S 
FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTERISTIC IS THE LYRICISM OF PAINFUL 
HOMESICKNESSSKOR ONE'S COUNTRY. THIS PARTICULAR FEELING 
WAS FOUND BY MEHTA ONLY IN THE BEST INTERPRETED MOVEMENT, 

AS MENTIONED BEFORE, THE INTERMEZZO. IN THE REST HE 
FELT MORE THE DRAMATIC CHARACTER OF THE WORK, THE ALMOST 
FEVERISH PASSION AND THE NEAR NERVOUS TENSION. IT IS 
CHARACTERISTIC OF GREAT ORCHESTRAL WORKS THAT THEY 
ALLOW FOR SEVERAL DIFFERENT INTERPRETATIONS. MEHTA'S 
INTERPRETATION OF THE CONCERTO REPRESENTS ONE OF 
THESE POSSIBILITIES. IT IS NOT ALIEN TO BARTOK AND 
PARTICULARLY NOT TO THE WORLD OF FEELINGS OF HIS YEARS 
IN AMERICA. IT IS NOT STRANGE TO US EITHER, ONLY: 

DIFFERENT. (THE SAME THING OCCURRED A COUPLE OF YEARS 
AGO IN BUDAPEST, WHEN PIERRE BOULEZ GAVE AN INTERPRETATION 
OF BARTOK'S MUSIC WHICH WAS COMPLETELY UNUSUAL TO 
US, BUT AT THE SAME TIME GRIPPING IN THE GREATEST 
MEASURE.) 

AFTER THE INTERMISSION CAME MAHLER’S FIRST 
SYMPHONY. SURPRISINGLY, THE FIRST MOVEMENT WAS DIS- 
APPOINTING. NEITHER MEHTA NOR THE ORCHESTRA FELT IN 
FULL MEASURE THE NATURAL POETRY OF THE MOVEMENT. BUT 
BEGINNING WITH THE SECOND MOVEMENT, ALL CRITICISM 
CEASED BECAUSE WE TRULY HEARD THE VERTIABLE MAHLER SOUND. 
THE STRONG DANCE RHYTHMS OF THE SCHERZO WERE JUST AS 
GRIPPING AS THE DELIGHTFULLY VIENNESE INTONATION OF THE 
SCHERZO TRIO. THE HIGH POINT WAS THE SURREALIST - 
GROTESQUE - TRAGIC THIRD MOVEMENT. A FEW FANTASTIC 
INSTRUMENT SOLOS STOOD OUT EVEN ABOVE THE INTERPRETATION 
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OF THE WHOLE. THE DOUBLE BASS AND THE 
SUVRNNINGLY SUPERB TUBA. BUT MORE BASIC THAN THAT, 

THE INTERNAL NUCLEUS OF THE INTERPRETATION: MEHTA AND 
THE ORCHESTRA BROUGHT OUT PERFECTLY EVERY SINGLE 
PART OF THE MOVEMENT FROM THE GROTESQUE TO THE TRIVIAL. 

FROM THE TRAGIC TO THE PASSAGE INTO DREAM-LIKE 
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MEDIATION. THE FINALE WITH ITS MARCHES AND HYMN- 
LIKE RHYTHMS REALIZED MAHLER'S CONCEPTIONS WITH 
SMASHING STRENGTH. 

THE CEASELESS WAVES OF APPLAUSE WERE RECIPROCATED 
BY MEHTA AND THE ORCHESTRA BY TWO ENCORES, FIRST WITH 
TRUE, FULL DANCING RHYTHM AND COLORPHANTASY THEY 
PLAYED THE SLAVONIC DANCE NO 8 BY DVORAK, THEN - PERHAPS 
PARADOXICALLY - WITH A VIRTUOSITY BRINGING FORTH 
SMILES AND LAUGHS, THEY INTONED JOHN PHILIP SOUSA'S STARS 
AND STRIPES FOREVER." UNQUOTE. 
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